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STYLE GUIDE 
updated August 24, 2025 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

The editors of the journal invite submissions of original, unpublished manuscripts. The NOJ is published once a 

year. Submissions of scholarly articles, comment pieces, and multimedia projects are welcome. Contributions to 

the journal may be in English, Russian, French, or German. We are currently inviting submissions on all Nabokov-

related topics.  

Book reviews should be of new or current publications in the area of Nabokov studies. 

Articles should be approximately five to twenty typed, double-spaced pages (based on a twelve-point font) in 

Word format. Please use footnotes and not endnotes, as well as a bibliography. 

Article submissions, questions, and commentaries should be sent by email attachment to the Editor, Dr. Yuri 

Leving, at yleving@princeton.edu. 

Book review submissions should be sent by email attachment to the Associate Reviews Editor. 

Publishers and authors who would like the journal to consider your book for a review should send a copy. 

In addition to articles and book reviews, the NOJ accepts submissions of review essays, conference reports, new 

translations of Nabokov’s work, and news items such as in memoriams and conference announcements. 

GENERAL STYLE 

Style: The Chicago Manual of Style, 18th ed. (2024), with exceptions as noted in this guide 

Spelling: American spelling: Merriam-Webster Unabridged, online at https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/, 

with exceptions and additions as noted in this guide 

STRUCTURE AND FORMAT OF ARTICLES  

A submitted article should contain the following elements: 

▪ name(s) of the author(s)

▪ a bio of each author, including the current institutional affiliation, of up to 200 words

▪ a title

▪ an abstract of up to 150 words

https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/
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▪ a bibliography 

Articles should use a footnotes and bibliography system for citation of sources. Footnotes are styled with the 

author’s name in normal order (first name first): 

1. Sara Pankenier Weld, “Child of Shade: Hazel Shade’s Perspicacity in Pale Fire,” Nabokov Online 

Journal 18 (2024): 5. 

In the bibliography, the author’s last name comes first and the punctuation differs: 

Weld, Sara Pankenier. “Child of Shade: Hazel Shade’s Perspicacity in Pale Fire.” Nabokov Online Journal 18 

(2024): 1–24. 

Authors must ensure that all works cited in the text are listed in full form in the bibliography, and conversely that 

there are no works listed in the bibliography that are not also footnoted in the text. See examples of commonly 

cited sources below in this Guide. 

Caption details about a figure go at the bottom; those about a table go at the top. 

All articles should be submitted in Microsoft Word format and use these options in the document: 

▪ For the body of text, use 12-point Times New Roman font, e.g.: Nabokov 

▪ Use only one level of heading within the article as necessary, in 12-point Times New Roman in bold and 

italic, and capitalized in sentence style and not headline style, e.g.: Nabokov’s attitude towards 

symbols. Do not use subheadings. 

PUNCTUATION 

PERIODS 

Period and space between initials in proper names (e.g., V. V. Nabokov). 

No periods or internal spaces in academic degrees, professional accreditation designations, or honorary 

designations (e.g., PhD; CGA; CM). 

COMMAS 

Use the serial (Oxford) comma, that is, a comma after the second-last item in a list of three or more (e.g., Gradus, 

Kinbote, and Hazel). 

APOSTROPHES 

Generally do not use an apostrophe to show the plural of numerals and abbreviations (simply add an s). In order to 

avoid ambiguity and confusion, though, use an apostrophe to show the plural of letters of the alphabet in both 

upper- and lowercase (e.g., the use of 39s; BAs, PhDs; A’s, z’s ). 
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QUOTATION MARKS 

Use double quotation marks for quoted speech. Use single quotation marks for quoted speech within quoted 

speech. Periods, exclamation points, question marks, and commas go inside the quotation marks, while other 

punctuation goes outside, if they are not part of the actual quotation (e.g., “Yes,” she said; “The first line is ‘Lolita, 

light of my life’”; They discussed “Nabokovian style”: an attendee described the debate as “contentious.” ). 

Use an indented block quote only when the text is five lines long or more. 

DASHES AND HYPHENS  

Use closed em dash (no space on either side) (e.g., Pnin and Humbert—but not Cincinnatus). 

Separate a range of numbers with an en dash (e.g., pages 27–36). 

ELLIPSES 

Use an ellipsis with no extra spaces between the periods, but a space at the beginning and end of the ellipsis itself. 

If the ellipsis follows other punctuation, also do not include extra spacing (e.g., The man wore … a black coat; They 

left the restaurant. … He realized later that he had forgotten his umbrella) 

ITALICS  

Use italics for emphasis, for reporting thoughts, and for words used as words (e.g., his novels are absolutely non-

didactic; she wondered, What is the connection?; he spelled Laura incorrectly). Do not use ALL CAPS or underlining 

in place of italics. 

NUMBERS 

Spell out numbers from zero to one hundred; use numerals for 101 and higher, except for those at the beginning 

of a block (e.g., three; 518; eleven thousand). 

Always use numerals with percentages (e.g., 40 percent). 

Use a comma in four-digit numbers and higher (e.g., 6,903; 5,920,706). 

For ranges of page numbers, follow Chicago Manual style in omitting digits: 
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Table 1. When to omit digits in page number ranges 

 
 

This table © 2024 by the University of Chicago 

DATES, SEASONS, AND TIME 

Use month date-number, year format (e.g., April 22, 1899). Omit the comma when referring to just the month 

(e.g., July 1977). 

Use words and not numerals to indicate a decade or century (e.g., the eighties; the nineteen-nineties; the twenty-

first century). 

Lowercase the names of the seasons and do not use a comma if you use a year (e.g., summer 1976). However, 

capitalize the season in a citation (e.g., 32 (Summer 1975): 9–23). 

Use a colon in time, and a.m. or p.m., if necessary, with numerals (e.g., 3 p.m.; 10:52 in the morning). Alternatively, 

use o’clock, with the numeral spelled out (e.g., nine o’clock). 

TITLES OF WORKS 

Titles of books, magazines, and other major works are in italics (Invitation to a Beheading; The Nabokovian). All 

major words are capitalized. 

Titles of articles (popular or academic), individual poems, and short fiction are in double quotation marks (e.g., 

“Failure to Acknowledge the Other in Nabokov’s Despair”; “To Russia”; “Details of a Sunset”). All major words are 

capitalized. 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMONLY CITED SOURCES  

The following examples are based on the style guidance from the Chicago Manual. See chapter 13, “Source 

Citations: Overview,” for a general discussion and the rationale and examples for the notes-and-bibliography 

method. See chapter 14, “Source Citations: Examples,” for a long list of examples. 

The examples below are of the common types of sources that you are likely to be citing. 

BOOKS 

BOOK WITH ONE AUTHOR OR EDITOR 

footnote: 

Paul Benedict Grant, The Humour of Vladimir Nabokov: Mind and Matter (Edinburgh University Press, 2024), 5. 

bibliography: 

Grant, Paul Benedict. The Humour of Vladimir Nabokov: Mind and Matter. Edinburgh University Press, 2024. 

BOOK WITH TWO AUTHORS OR EDITORS 

footnote: 

José Vergara and Sara Karpukhin, eds., Reimagining Nabokov: Pedagogies for the 21st Century (Amherst College 

Press, 2022), 10. 

bibliography: 

Vergara, José, and Sara Karpukhin, eds. Reimagining Nabokov: Pedagogies for the 21st Century. Amherst College 

Press, 2022. 

BOOK WITH MORE THAN TWO AUTHORS OR EDITORS  

footnote: 

Marie Bouchet et al., eds., The Five Senses in Nabokov's Works (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), 15. 

bibliography: 

Bouchet, Marie Bouchet, Julie Loison-Charles, and Isabelle Poulin, eds. The Five Senses in Nabokov's Works. 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2021. 

• Note on the use of et al. from the Chicago Manual: “In a note that cites a book with more than two authors or 

editors …, list only the first author or editor, followed by ‘et al.’ … In the bibliography, list up to six authors; if there 

are more than six, list only the first three, followed by ‘et al.’” 
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CONTRIBUTION TO A MULTI -AUTHOR BOOK 

footnote: 

Julian W. Connolly, “Friends and Foes,” in Vladimir Nabokov in Context, ed. David M. Bethea and Siggy Frank 

(Cambridge University Press, 2018), 45. 

bibliography: 

Connolly, Julian W. “Friends and Foes.” In Vladimir Nabokov in Context, edited by David M. Bethea and Siggy Frank. 

Cambridge University Press, 2018. 

EDITIONS OF A BOOK OTHER THAN THE FIRST  

footnote: 

Vladimir Nabokov, The Annotated Lolita, revised and updated, ed. Alfred Appel, Jr. (Vintage, 1991), 45. 

bibliography: 

Nabokov, Vladimir. The Annotated Lolita. Revised and updated. Edited by Alfred Appel, Jr. Vintage, 1991. 

EBOOK 

footnote: 

Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire (Vintage, 2011), Kindle. 

bibliography: 

Nabokov, Vladimir. Pale Fire. Vintage, 2011. Kindle. 

JOURNALS 

JOURNAL ARTICLE 

footnote: 

Irena Księżopolska, “Nabokov and Banville: Hidden Stories in Despair and The Book of Evidence,” Partial Answers: 

Journal of Literature and the History of Ideas 18, no. 1 (2020): 113. 

bibliography: 

Księżopolska, Irena. “Nabokov and Banville: Hidden Stories in Despair and The Book of Evidence.” Partial Answers: 

Journal of Literature and the History of Ideas 18, no. 1 (2020): 101–24. 
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WEBSITES 

WEBSITE 

footnote: 

“Lecture de nouvelles le 25 avril à Paris,” Société française Vladimir Nabokov, April 7, 2025,  https://www.vladimir-

nabokov.org/lecture-de-nouvelles-25-avril/. 

bibliography: 

Société française Vladimir Nabokov. “Lecture de nouvelles le 25 avril à Paris.” April 7, 2025.  https://www.vladimir-

nabokov.org/lecture-de-nouvelles-25-avril/. 

• Note that a date of access is necessary only when no other date of publication, update, etc., is available on the 

website. 

INTERVIEWS 

PUBLISHED INTERVIEW 

footnote: 

Nikki Smith, “Selling Nabokov: An Interview with Nikki Smith,” interview by Yuri Leving, Nabokov Online Journal 7 

(2013): 3, http://www.nabokovonline.com/uploads/2/3/7/7/23779748/1._selling_interview_nikki_smith.pdf. 

bibliography: 

Smith, Nikki. “Selling Nabokov: An Interview with Nikki Smith.” Interview by Yuri Leving. Nabokov Online Journal 7 

(2013). http://www.nabokovonline.com/uploads/2/3/7/7/23779748/1._selling_interview_nikki_smith.pdf. 

THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 

THESIS 

footnote: 

Anita A. Kondoyanidi, “Spatial Form in Nabokov, Ishiguro, Auster: Connecting Postmodernism to Modernism” (MA 

thesis, University of Alaska Anchorage, 1999), 59, Proquest (304569768). 

bibliography: 

Kondoyanidi, Anita A. “Spatial Form in Nabokov, Ishiguro, Auster: Connecting Postmodernism to Modernism.” MA 

thesis, University of Alaska Anchorage, 1999. ProQuest 304569768. 
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SPELLINGS 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 

 

E 

 

F 

 

G 

 

H 

 

I 

 

 

J 

 

K 

 

L 

 

M 

 

N 

 

O 

 

P 

 

Q 

 

R 

 

S 

 

T 

 

U 

 

V 

 

W 

 

X 

 

Y 

 

Z 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


